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According to estimates appearing in the US media, there are 11,000 contras camped in Honduras
near the Nicaraguan border. [It is likely that some of their number are family members, assorted
Nicaraguan refugees and camp followers.] The US government is faced with a major problem, to be
resolved in the near future or later. Washington can resume funding the war against the Nicaraguan
government, and thus, postpone the contras' disarmament and resettlement. If military funding is
not to be continued, a policy to disarm and resettle them outside Nicaragua must be devised within
the next few months. Many contra leaders and US officials believe that the majority of the contra
fighters will not accept resettlement in Nicaragua. Enrique Bermudez, contra military chief, and
now member of the contras' political directorate, rejects the possibility of resuming peace talks
with the Nicaraguan government. Bermudez has stated that the contras will not return to the peace
talks until they receive more US military aid. Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega has asserted that
US provision of additional military aid to the contras would kill the peace process. At present, the
Honduran government requires contra fighters to have Honduran visas to travel outside the border
camps. Tegucigalpa continues to request that Washington provide a written commitment to care for
or evacuate the contras if the military aid cut-off becomes permanent. * According to press reports
on Aug. 22, six organizations with participants in the Nicaraguan Resistance (RN) are threatening
to form a separate coalition if the RN does not restructure its political directorate. Alfonso Robelo,
Pedro Joaquin Chamorro and Alfredo Cesar are among contra leaders reportedly demanding "a
more moderate stand toward the Nicaraguan government." Robelo and Chamorro are former
members of the directorate; Cesar is a current member. The dissidents' demands appeared in
a letter dated Aug. 21, and signed by leaders of the Southern Opposition Coalition, Nicaraguan
Democratic Movement, Social Democrat Party, Social Christian Party, the Miskito Indian Yatama
group, and a faction of the Conservative Party.
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